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Experimental Section 2 2 Figure  S1 shows percentage disappearance of 1,3-diphenylisobenzofuran (DPBF) monitored at 411 nm with increasing time of UV irradiation with 345 nm bandpass filter in the presence of (■) viologen linked pyrene 1; (•) pyrene and 1-acetonaphthone ( ) under similar conditions. by ethanol/sodium acetate and redissolved in BE1 buffer (20 mM Tris-HCl, pH 7.5, 100 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA), and the DNA damage was quanitified by means of various endonucleases and DNA relaxation assay, as reported earlier.
Cell Culture. Murine leukemia cells (L1210) cells were cultured in suspension in
Rosewell Park Memorial Institute-1640 supplemented with antibiotics 10 % foetal calf serum, glutamine (2 mM), penicillin (100 U/mL) and streptomycin (50 µg/mL). Cell cultures were grown in a humidified atmosphere with 5 % CO 2 in air at 37 0 C.
Cytotoxicity testing in L1210 cells. L1210 were irradiated with violgoen linked derivatives 1 and 2 in Ca 2+ and Mg 2+ free phosphate buffered saline (PBS) (140 mM NaCl, 3 mM KCl, 8 mM Na 2 HPO 4 , 1 mM KH 2 PO 4 , 0.1% glucose, pH 7.4) and then irradiated on ice ( 2 x 10 6 cells/mL) with UV lamp at a distance of 10 cm for 22.5 min (360 nm, 90 kJm -2 ). The viologen linked derivatives were removed by two centrifugation steps and resuspended in full medium at 0.5 x 10 6 cells/mL which is then counted after 48 hours. 
